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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
Bureau of the Budget
Washington 25, D, C.

June 1, 1954

. *OMB Waiver Letter In ERU File*
My dear Mr, Sccretarys

Referznce is made to Mr, Buddeke's letter of October 5, 1953,
transmitting a revised draft of bill entitled "To amend further the

s,

Missing Persons Act, as amended,"

On the basis of the supporting material and of subsequent dis-
cussions held with membors of your staff and the White House, our
comments wlth respect to the subject draft bill arc as follrws:

1, Section 1(a) of the proposal would enlarge the classes
of employecs now covered by the basic Act to include those employcd
on a part-time, intermittent, or hourly basis, We have no cbjec-
tion to the inclusion of intermittent employces such as technical
experts and consultants who arc sont to arcas outside of the United
Statces as a result of their employment. But we do not belicve that
the Government should undertalkce to provide this kind of protcction
éITther Tor intermiitent employees when thoy are rosidents of the
arGE Ih which. thoy arc_cmployed(6® for part-time or hourly employccs
under any circumstances, It is Tecommendod, that this subscetion
bc modified by inserting the parenthetical phrasc "(exclusive of
part-time or hourly employces or intcrmittent cmployces rusidents
of the pluces of their employment)" after the word "depurtments"
and by striking out the words "part-time cmployces, intermittent
employces, and" fram lincs 9 and 10, page onc of the draft bill,

2, In our letter of May 12, 1954, conccerning the Equalization
of Benefits proposal, we stated that we would give consideration to
the provisions of Scetion 9 of that mcasure in conncetion with our
aection on the prosent propesal. Those provisions would bring re-
gervists on brilcf tours of training duty under the coverage of the
Missing Persons Act, Although it is bolicved that this coverage
would be desirable, we recommend that the provisions be modified
to providec such coverage only whon the individual onters o missing
status as u result of his performince of preseribed duty ordered
by competent authority.géqf . ‘ ; :
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3. CQEE;Z;;—I?;$>rulutos to authority for transporting the
houschold goods and personal e¢ffucts of personnel in various cato-
gorics, The draft bill would, among other things, includc in the
coverage of the basic Act in thls regard missing persons who have
no depundents to request movement of their effoets, As indicated
in our comments on an carlior version of the present draft and
also during the subsequent discussions, we think that this subscetion

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP58-00453R000300120068-6




Approved For Rg,se 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP58-00453RQ00120068-6

[y

- 2 -

glves rise to  number of quustions, Thuse conter around two main
points. The first point involves the persons to whom control of
property will be turncd over after it 1s transported. Thus, when
these persons arc neither dependents nor persons possussing a power

of attorney a qucstion arisos as to whether, in such cases, the
Goverment ean or should relinguish control of the property and

this, in turn, riiscs the furtler quustion of whoether the property
should then bc trinsported at a1l under such circumstances, The
geocond point rolutes to what netion should be taken with respeet to
the property whille it is in Government eustody., In this conncetion
the gquestion arises us to whother the property of u person in a
nigsing stitus should bo moved, storud, or disposcd of, Wo belicve
that mor. diuerction should bo given to the military departments so
that they will be authorized to follow whatever coursc of action scoms
most ruasonuble in the clrcumstances of o particulir case, In this
wiy 1t would b possible to gvewre fluxibility which, in appropriate
instanc.s, could prevent such things as transporting a compuratively
inexp nsive personal wutomobile thousands of milcs back to the United
States whore it probubly would be sold promptly upon arrival, pcrhips
for ¢ lussor wmount, or ullowing a personal automobilc to be held for
4 period of yuars by the Government with conscquent deprociation until
the owner cither roturncd or a deterninetion was mude that he wag dead,
Bucause of our concern on the foregoing score, substitute draft provi-

sions for this scetion were worked out informilly with rcpresentatives

of the Arjzy. A copy of thos. draft provisions is attuched, And we
rocommond their substitution for the prosent provisions of this geetion,

4e  Scetion 1(g) would make the basic Act permancnt and retroactive
to June 24, 1943, 4 qucstion has been raiscd informally =s to whether
the date hore should not be wmade Scptember 8, 1939, the original duatce
of enictiient of the busie Act. If this is done, 1t is rceomucnded
thit a sceond scetion b added to the draft bill which would provide
that 1ts provisions would be cffective as of the dote of cnaetment,

Subjuet to the forcgoing, you arc adviscd that there would be no
objeetion to the prosentation of the draft bill for the consideration
of the Congress,

Sinccrely yours,
(81gned) Hoger W. Joncs
Asslstant Dircctor for
Logislative Reference
The Honorable .

The Scverctary of Defonsc

Attentions Me, Frank J, Sherlock
3D958 Pentugon
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